MPSS : Risk Assessment for Surf Swim

Date: September 5, 2021

Prepared by: Tom Oldstein

Introduction: Swimming in the ocean can be a pleasurable and refreshing activity; however,
it is not without risks. This risk assessment is intended to provide a comprehensive evaluation
of the potential hazards associated with ocean swimming, as well as recommendations to
mitigate these risks. It is crucial for individuals to be aware of these risks and take
appropriate precautions to ensure their safety while swimming in the ocean.

1. Environmental Risks:

1.1 Rip Currents:

Risk: Rip currents are powerful, fast-moving currents that can pull swimmers away
from the shore, posing a significant risk of drowning.

Mitigation: Always check local weather and surf conditions. Avoid swimming in areas
with visible rip currents. Swim at beaches with lifeguards on duty and heed their
advice. If caught in a rip current, swim parallel to the shore to escape it.

1.2 Tides and Waves:

Risk: Changing tides and large waves can make swimming conditions hazardous,
leading to injuries or fatigue.

Mitigation: Be aware of tide schedules and consult local authorities or lifeguards for
information on safe swimming times. Avoid swimming during rough weather or when
there are high surf advisories.

1.3 Marine Life:

Risk: Encounters with marine life, such as jellyfish, sea urchins, or sharks, can result in
stings, bites, or injuries.

Mitigation: Stay informed about local marine life risks. Avoid swimming in areas with
known hazards. Consider wearing a wetsuit or protective gear when swimming in
unfamiliar waters.

2. Health and Physical Risks:

2.1 Physical Fitness:

Risk: Poor physical condition or inadequate swimming skills can lead to exhaustion,
cramps, or panic in the water.

Mitigation: Ensure you are physically fit and have adequate swimming skills before
attempting ocean swimming. Consider taking swimming lessons if necessary.



2.2 Medical Conditions:

e Risk: Pre-existing medical conditions such as heart problems, asthma, or epilepsy can
be exacerbated by strenuous ocean swimming.

e Mitigation: Consult a medical professional before ocean swimming if you have any
medical concerns. Carry necessary medications and inform a companion of your
condition.

3. Weather and Environmental Conditions:
3.1 Weather Changes:

e Risk: Sudden weather changes, including storms, lightning, or heavy rain, can pose
severe dangers while swimming.

o Mitigation: Check weather forecasts before heading to the beach. If bad weather
approaches, exit the water immediately and seek shelter.

4. Behavioural Risks:
4.1 Alcohol and Drugs:

e Risk: The consumption of alcohol or drugs impairs judgment and coordination,
increasing the likelihood of accidents in the ocean.

e Mitigation: Avoid alcohol and drugs before or during ocean swimming. Stay
hydrated with water instead.

5. Emergency Preparedness:
5.1 Lack of Emergency Equipment:

e Risk: Inadequate access to safety equipment, such as life jackets or flotation devices,
can hinder rescue efforts.

e Mitigation: Always swim with appropriate safety gear on hand or nearby. Familiarize
yourself with the location of life-saving equipment at the beach.

Conclusion: Swimming in the ocean can be a delightful experience, but it comes with
inherent risks. It is essential to be aware of these risks, practice responsible behavior, and
take precautions to ensure your safety and the safety of others. Always stay informed about
local conditions, adhere to safety guidelines, and exercise good judgment when deciding to
swim in the ocean.

Remember that the information provided in this risk assessment is not exhaustive, and local
conditions may vary. Seek guidance from local authorities, lifeguards, and experts to make
informed decisions regarding ocean swimming. Your safety should always be the top priority.



